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Abstract

In the Shahnameh, Zahhak is introduced as being of Arab descent. As Zahhak
has long been regarded as a symbol of oppression, Iranians, in expressing
their anti-Arab sentiments following the Arab invasion, referred to him as
Tazi. Before this, some researchers had discussed Zahhak's association with
the eastern regions of Iran and rejected his Arab ancestry. While considering
their viewpoints, the author has sought to provide a descriptive-analytical
exploration of Zahhak’s Scythian-Parthian origins, examining it through the
Shahnameh, historical texts, and the etymology of certain names linked to
Zahhak. This study aims to establish that Zahhak was Scythian and hailed
from east of Iran. The reasons and evidence supporting Zahhak's Scythian
identity will also address why Rostam, during his confrontation with
Esfandiar, claims to be of Zahhak's lineage through his mother. This potential
explanation suggests that it might be rooted in the shared Scythian ancestry
of both Zahhak and Rostam.
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Abstract

Menog i xrad is a text entry in Middle Persian language and includes answers
that the fictional character "Dana" asks from Menog i xrad. Golestan-e Saadi
is a book written by Saadi. The purpose of the present research, which was
carried out in a descriptive-analytical way, is to answer the question of what
are the primary areas of the concept of metaphor "injustice™ in these two texts
based on the theory of "contemporary metaphor" and what is the result of
comparing them with each other. The findings of this research, considering
the way “Injustice” is conceptualized, can somewhat clarify the difference
between the concept of” Injustice” in the human thought in these two books,
due to the difference in the philosophical, social, political and moral view of
the two periods of Iran (pre-Islamic and Iran of 7" Hijri). 8 name mappings:
action, power, fault, object, lesson, material, prison and job for the concept of
"injustice” found in two texts. The name mappings of action and power with
frequency difference were common in both texts. “Injustice” as a defect was
observed only in the Menog i xrad and “Injustice” as an object, lesson,
subject, prison and job only in Golestan-e Saadi. It seems that the functioning
of Iran's social life was less complicated in the era when the Menog i xrad
was compiled and the government structure was less complicated. In fact, it
has presented itself less in the form of government structures such as "prison™
and people with governmental position and as "jobs".
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Abstract

Rudaki Samargandi, a prominent poet and musician of the Samani court, is
one of the first literati of the Islamic era, who paid special attention to sermon
and the inclusion of wise opinions in the form of poetry in his works, and the
correctness of this matter is clearly visible despite the few couplets left by
him. In this regard, the present research tries to show, firstly, the influence of
some advices and ideas left in Pahlavi and Mazdayasna literature by taking
an intertextual look at Rudaki's poems and using the descriptive method and
library studies. Then, by bringing sufficient evidence and examples, the
adaptation of some Iranian poets and writers after Rudaki to the 7" century
AH (relying on the advices of Ferdowsi, Asadi Toosi, Nasir Khosrow, Nizami
Ganjei and Sa'di) from those advices should be shown. In fact, this essay,
more than anything else, aims to show the mediating role of Rudaki among
pre- and Islamic Iranian advisers in the expression of certain didactic themes
and teachings. Among its most important findings, we can mention the
significant frequency of Rudaki's tendency towards the subject of the cosmos
and its related concepts; a topic that has been significantly reflected in the
literary works after him, especially in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. And it seems
that its main source should be sought in the spiritual heritage of the past and
Pahlavi advice books.
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Absract

Minstrelsy ritual is one of the cultural and artistic heritages left from ancient
Iran. This ancient ritual became very popular during the Sassanid rule era, and
some of the most famous Iranian minstrels, such as Barbad and Nakisa,
composed and performed many melodies and tunes. In this research, using a
descriptive and analytical method, and library studies, the author will try to
investigate the minstrelsy ritual in ancient Iran and then analyze how it
continued and extended in Iran during the Islamic era, especially during the
Samanid and Ghaznavid eras, focusing on poems of Masoud Saad. According
to the findings of this research, to sixth centuries of Hijri, minstrelsy with
some changes in some of its details, continued to exist in some parts of Iran,
especially in the court of the Samanids and the Ghaznavid. In this way, poets
played a significant role in the reconstruction and popularization of minstrelsy
as a part of Iranian cultural identity. Among the poets of the Ghaznavid
period, the poems of Masoud Saad are an important source for understanding
the particulars of minstrelsy in that period. In particular, with his attention to
Barbad's melodies, and composing pieces describing the twelve months,
thirty days of the month, and seven days of the week, he tried to revive
minstrelsy in the court of Ghaznavids.
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Abstract

Animal sacrifice is a ritual that has been prevalent throughout various periods
of human life, with people offering animals to higher powers in an attempt to
gain their favor. The present descriptive-analytical study seeks to analyze the
permissibility or prohibition of animal sacrifice and the drinking of Haoma in
the Zoroastrian religion. The results indicate that, according to the abundant
evidence in Avestan texts, bloody sacrifices are among the certainties of this
religion, because in the end times, the Hadayosh bull is sacrificed for the
immortality of people. Moreover, in the collection of Zoroastrian deities, a
deity is dedicated to sacrifice (Haoma), and this same deity demands the
tongue, jaw, and left eye of the sacrificial animal. The existence of such
fundamental beliefs refutes the general opposition of Zoroaster to sacrifice. It
seems that the teachings of Zoroaster were opposed to the primitive and major
form of sacrifice, which caused poverty among the people and the destruction
of farmlands. Furthermore, the Haoma ritual and the mixing of its extract with
the blood of a bull was an ancient custom performed for the immortality of
body and soul, and Zoroaster was against holding sacrifice ceremonies
contrary to the ritual, revelry accompanied by savagery, and drunkenness
resulting from drinking Haoma extract and bull's blood. In order to weaken
the Mithraic religion, in which the sacrifice of the bull was a fundamental
pillar, he tried to eliminate the superstitious and violent aspects of sacrifice
and the drinking of bull's blood with Haoma, replacing it with milk, and
taking a step towards moderating animal sacrifice.
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Abstract

Numbers have consistently constituted an integral part of the structure of
sacred literature in ancient Mesopotamia, and the major religions that
emerged in this region and its surroundings are indebted to this ancient
legacy. At the heart of Sassanid Babylonia, Manichaeism, drawing upon the
core teachings of preceding religions, employed specific numbers to convey
key religious concepts. This article seeks to analyze Middle Iranian
manuscripts recovered from Turfan, Xinjiang, China, in order to identify the
metaphors and similes used by Manichaeans to present Mani’s heptad
writings. This study provides documented evidence of how Mani portrayed
himself as a healer and physician, and how his works—referred to in authentic
Manichaean texts as “the seven efficacious jewels”, “the seven healing tools”,
“the seven precious rock crystals”, and even, in emulation of Zoroastrian
teachings, “the seven fragrant fires” were regarded as remedies for the human
soul. This study explores the central role of the seven books of Mani and the
associated religious approaches in Middle Persian and Parthian texts, while
also drawing on non-lranian sources such as Coptic and Greek texts to
interpret the findings. The article revises certain previously held views.
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Abstract

This article examines and analyzes how the historical identity of the
Zoroastrian migrant community in India is formulated and its narrative
framework within the Qesseh-ye Sanjan. The Qesseh-ye Sanjan is a Persian
verse epic composed by a Zoroastrian Mobed in 969 Yazdegerdi,
corresponding to 1599 AD, in Gujarat, India, narrating the story of the
Zoroastrian migration from Iran to India. By integrating Iranian roots with the
influences of Indian culture, the Qesseh-ye Sanjan has played a significant
role in shaping the identity of the Parsi community in India and is recognized
as an important part of their shared memory. This narrative stands as a crucial
source for understanding the imagination and historical self-perception of the
Parsi community before their inclination towards Western culture. From the
perspective of new museology, narrating identity within the cultural heritage
of the Parsi community representation of a subculture’s identity in museums
holds cultural and ethical validity when it aligns with events, historical
memory, and the community's self-image. The main questions guiding this
research are: How is the concept of identity shaped and explained in the
narrative of the Qesseh-ye Sanjan? On which sub-narratives within the
poem’s framework does the representation and formation of the historical
identity of the Zoroastrian migrant community rest? The research data is
examined based on historical studies and employing content analysis. The
findings of this research indicate that the Qesseh-ye Sanjan narrates the
transformation and evolution of Iranian Zoroastrian identity into Parsi
Zoroastrian identity. The concept of identity in the Qesseh-ye Sanjan is not
static; rather, it is the result of the confluence of various historical, cultural,
and social factors that are invented, grow, and transform in relation to events.
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Abstract

Beauty is a relative term, and it is not possible to provide a comprehensive
definition of beauty in all times and places. The subject of this research is to
identify the criteria of the ideal female based on Pahlavi texts. The ideal woman
in this study means a worthy lady who embodies all the beauties of the face and
character. Achieving a perfect woman who embodies the beauties of the face,
body, and good morals is the desire of every man, and this long-standing desire
is clearly expressed in a limited number of Pahlavi texts. The purpose of this
research is to answer this question is based on answer the question, “Based on
the aforementioned texts, What characteristics were considered to determine
the ideal woman during the Sassanid era?” Based on the concepts of selected
Pahlavi texts, we found that ancient Iranians did not consider the criterion for
selecting an ideal woman to be only in external beauty, and for the writers of
this period, the aesthetic realm of a woman is manifested and finds meaning in
observing her moral character. They emphasize that a worthy woman, in
addition to paying attention to her beautiful appearance, must be careful in her
speech and actions, be a loving and gentle husband, and keep her soul pure.
First, criteria that are closely related to religious beliefs, such as respect for
one's husband and chastity. But another group of criteria is non-religious and is
related to the image of a beloved woman that a man at that time had of her face
and body, or in other words, her beauty, in his mind. Therefore, beautiful
behavior, along with beauty in face and body, represented the concept of an
ideal woman in the Sassanid period. This research was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method, and library resources were used.

Keywords: Pahlavi texts, Aesthetics, ideal woman, Zoroastrian religion,
Sassanid Culture.
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Abstract

The Elamite "A'ESSANA tibba makka in Persepolis Administration Tablets
generally translated to allotment/consumed before the king and correlates with
allocation of commodities for royal table. Achaemenid royal table has been out
of the most important foundations including a manifold and extensive
administration which is to prepare and distribute commaodities for a large number
of stewards, staffs and the royal family along with the cattle involved it. Due to
the importance of the royal table, the hypothesis of the paper suggests an Iranian
equivalent. Here we investigate Old Persian *patibaga- manifesting in Aramaic
texts as ptbg indicates royal meal dispenced and depicts that the word would be
a pivotal in royal table terminology and seems likely "A- ESSANA tibba makka
and Aramaic ptbg mlk would be a literally translation for reconstructed Old
Persian x$ayafiyahya *patibaga. It seems that the Greek potibazis in classic texts
and Elamite ba-ti-ba-zi-i§ in PFNN 2268:29 should be another representation of
Old Persian *patibaga. Investigating on the terminology and the administration
of the royal table as a foundation serves the achaemenid studies to identify
different dimensions of cultural and social and political of this era. As a result,
this survey shed a light on the late ancient Persia as known for scholars for the

continuity of achaemenid culture in different aspects.
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