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In the ancient world, coins were a standard unit made of metal that was
considered a medium of exchange. Coins are considered as one of the primary
sources of study because they provide information beyond their material
value to researchers in various disciplines. This data includes topics related
to history, language, mythology, economics, politics, and art. This study
intends to look at the relationship between the image the scene of gifting the
sacred symbols to the king by observing the Parthian and Sasanian coins in
time. In the coins that are examined, a mythological figure presents Farrah or
a sacred symbol to the king. This visual motif can be seen on some Parthian
coins, which can be followed in Sasanian coins as well. This study shows that
the relationship between the king's person and the sacred figure (in most cases
of a god) who presents a symbol of the sacred world to the king has been a
motif engraved on coins since the Parthian era, which continues to exist in
Sasanian coins due to the changed conditions. In fact, the main question of
this research is how did visual developments in Iranian art before Islam and
the process of transforming a visual concept into an icon happen. This
research is carried out by library documents and observational method
(observing coins related to the Parthian and Sasanid eras) and an
interpictoriality research approach.
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Abstract

Achaemenids (550-330 BC) as one of the Iranian governments have left a
great impact in the field of world culture and civilization. Sports and ethics
were important cultural issues of the Achaemenid period. Strengthening the
physical and spiritual powers has been the focus of lIranians since the
beginning, and this became more evident in the Achaemenid period. In the
current research, with the descriptive-analytical method and using original
sources, attempt to answer the question that what was the position of sports
and ethics in the Achaemenid period and what was the relationship between
them. The findings of the research show that in the Achaemenid period, there
was a mutual relationship between the cultivation of physical and spiritual
powers, and the cultivation of each of these two depended on the cultivation
of the other, and a perfect person is someone who is cultivated in both fields.
In this period, sports such as shooting, javelin throwing, horse riding,
swimming, polo, chess and backgammon board were taught along with
honesty, integrity, tolerance of hardships such as heat and cold, hunger and
thirst, control over anger and passion.
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Abstract

Rituals and politics have always been two fundamental pillars of ancient
societies that interconnected in ancient civilizations. The first evidence of
forming early rituals can be found in myths. Iran and Greece, as two rival
civilizations that interacted with each other in socio-political and cultural-
artistic realms, provide a valuable context for tracing basic concepts such as
ritual and Kkingship. A comparative study of the myths of these two
civilizations helps in analyzing their social-cultural interactions and
interrelations. Exploring the connection between Cyrus Il and Darius 1, as the
head founders of Persian civilization, with the prevalent rituals in the Iranian
plateau, Asia Minor, and ancient Mesopotamia, and their comparative
examination with the mythical kings of Indo-European cultures, on the one
hand, reveals the origin of this connection, and on the other hand, shed some
light on the importance of ritual in the political legitimacy of the kings. By
applying a descriptive-analytical method based on literary evidence, this
research aims to study the link between king and rituals in the myths of Iran
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and Greece and its relation to the reigns of Cyrus Il and Darius I,
comparatively. The fundamental question of this research is how the
relationship between the king and the rituals was portrayed in the myths of
these two civilizations and how this relationship played a role in legitimizing
kings during the Achaemenid era. The hypothesis presented in this research
is that given the depiction of the ideal king in the Indo-European mythical
tradition, it was impossible to conceive of a king without his association with
ritual, and similarly, the ritual could not be imagined without a king; thus,
with the rise of the Achaemenids, this issue continued in its most established
form, providing legitimacy to the rule.

Keywords: king, ritual, Iranian and Greek myths, Cyrus I, Darius I.
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Abstract

Pegasus is one of the hybrid creatures whose motif has been seen on Sassanid
seals, but its history in Iran is much older than the Sassanid period and goes
back to the 10th or 9th century. Apparently, in the beginning, the ancients
considered the image of a winged horse to be a symbol for carrying the souls
of the deceased, whose meaning changed over time and acquired a
mythological aspect. Different legends have been told about the creation of
this hybrid creature in different civilizations, which we explore in common
with the Pegasus' relationship with the supernatural world and gods. Although
the legends of the origin of the Pegasus are different in each civilization, there
are many similarities in the branch of art. On the back of Greek, Roman and
some Parthian coins, the winged horse is mostly seen at a gallop and on
Sassanid seals is generally seen with one raised leg. In Iran, the winged horse
has been one of the manifestations of the gods Tishtar and Bahram and as a
bearer of the Mihr wheel in the Zoroastrian religion. This research aims to
answer these questions: What has been Iran's impact on the transfer of
Pegasus horses? And what is the relationship between the motif of the winged
horse and the religious and mythological beliefs? According to the hypothesis
of this research, the Pegasus horse was introduced from Iran to neighboring
civilizations such as India, China and Greece, and in the Sassanid period,
which is the peak of Zoroastrian religion in Iran, its role was mostly used on
seals and sometimes on textiles and dishes, which show the influence of
religious beliefs on art. Studies on inscription seals that contain the motif of
the winged horse show that the motif of this horse was more used on Mobedan
(chaplains) seals. This research was done in a historical-descriptive method
and library materials collection.
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Abstract

Letting male goats in cattle because sheep mating is been named Narigale. In
the past, in Nodoushan district (western of Yazd province- Meybod town
ship) Narigale cult has been done at 16th November and along with special
celebration for all cattle. To find the ancient roots of this cult is the aim of this
research. The research was done in descriptive-analytical method and data
has been collected from library documents. The ceremony analysis significant
that organizers used ritual and religious symbols to get better results. They
had been used pomegranate fruit that is symbol of productivity in various
cultures. Proper time for sheep mating is between 29" August and 21"
December. Also it is Ormazd day, Aban month at Zoroastrian calendar.
Zoroastrians believe that Ahuramazda has created sheep since Ormazd day.
Sheep means all useful quadrupeds. Narigale and Ayasrim Gahanbar which
semantically related time to cattle return and sheep mating have been
synchronized. Narigale is similar Gushn giri at written sources of Zoroastrian.
Ardavirafname, says duties of shepherds include guarding, to water and to
food sheep and also prevent or do mating them according to the rule (Gushn
giri). Because of this, people reach many benefits and soul of shepherds will
gain great happiness in heaven. How performing and Time Narigale also
written sources of Zoroastrian impaling show Narigale goes back to very
ancient times.
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Abstract

Historical linguistics, a pivotal and interdisciplinary branch of Iranian studies,
plays a crucial role in analyzing Iran's linguistic evolution, cultural
transformation, and social history. This field, through the study of ancient
languages such as Avesta, Middle Persian, and Old Persian, undertakes the
systematic reconstruction of linguistic relationships, phonetic shifts, and
syntactic developments. This offers profound insights into the intellectual,
cultural, and historical dimensions of Iran. This research explores the
fundamental significance of historical linguistics within Iranian studies,
particularly by assessing the comparative, etymological, and analytical
methodologies employed in reconstructing ancient languages. The findings
of this study reveal that early comparative studies, despite their linguistic
accuracy in reconstructing Iranian languages based on Indo-European
theories, often overlooked the broader sociocultural frameworks, including
the impact of historical events and the role of language in shaping regional
and national identities. In contrast, contemporary research, which is informed
by historical manuscripts and both Middle and Modern Iranian languages,
provides a more holistic and nuanced perspective on the intricate relationship
between language and culture. However, persistent resource limitations,
alongside an overemphasis on standardized official languages, have
marginalized linguistic diversity and endangered local dialects. This study
employs content analysis and comparative linguistic methodologies to
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of various approaches. The study
further emphasizes that integrating digital tools, adopting interdisciplinary
frameworks, and prioritizing the documentation of local dialects can bridge
existing gaps, ultimately leading to a more comprehensive and contextualized
understanding of Iran's rich linguistic and cultural heritage.
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Abstract

Ethics has its roots in the deepest beliefs of human beings. Many ancient
Iranian texts emphasize the importance of adhering to ethical principles. In
Iran's mythological and epic narratives, we find examples of foreign enemies
who, despite being in conflict with Iranians, chose to assist them. This study
refers to such individuals as "Aniranians” and aims to explore the reasons
behind their assistance, asking whether ethical values and good intentions
played a role in their decisions and to what extent. This research is a
theoretical one, based on a library method, using sources such as ancient
Iranian texts and Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. It focuses on Turanian Aniranians,
who are lesser-known compared to other heroes in these stories, yet are
selected from both ancient texts and the Shahnameh for examination. These
Aniranian figures, who helped Iranians in various situations, sometimes acted
out of personal gain or interest. However, the study reveals that the majority
of them were motivated by a desire to preserve ethical values. These
individuals range from mythical figures like Afrasiab, who provided indirect
support to Iranians through his political power, to characters like Aghriras
and Piran, who acted out of chivalry and moral principles. Ultimately, the
analysis of these characters’ hidden motives suggests that observing and
emulating the noble virtues of the Iranians may have inspired the Aniranians
to perform such honorable and altruistic deeds.
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Abstract

The processes of continuity and transformation are especially evident in the
ancient Western Asia. Political shifts and the rise of various ethnic groups
often led to significant changes. However, what stands out more prominently
are the cultural, economic, and social structures that persisted over millennia
with only limited reforms or adjustments. Many of these earlier structures can
also be observed within the Persian era civilizations. Modern research has
extensively explored the influence of ancient Mesopotamia on the
Achaemenids. However, one area that has received less attention is the legal
systems of the ancient world. This study seeks to address two primary
questions: first, what were the defining characteristics of the Persian Empire
legal system? Second, can the Persian Empire's legal system be understood
as part of a process of continuity and transformation influenced by ancient
Mesopotamia? To answer these questions, the study draws upon two sets of
sources: Mesopotamian texts on one hand and Greek accounts on the other.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library research, this
study finds that, despite the lack of foundational legal texts from the Persian
period, a comparative analysis of Mesopotamian and Greek sources reveals
that the Achaemenid legal system was characterized by a center-periphery
structure. In this system, local and regional laws played a prominent role.
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Abstract:

The current research has investigated the ontological foundations of good and
evil and the role of the opposition of these two in the regulation of social,
religious, and political order by examining Zoroastrian texts. The image that
the Sassanids made of themselves in the kinds of Khwaday-Namag was the
creation of a centralized monarchy with the cooperation of the clergy.
Although this alliance was mainly done to gain the trust of the Mazdaists (an
attempt to centralize), in any case, making religion more governmental
provided the means for further weakening the government and ultimately
their decline, and to make religion more governmental, in fact, the causes of
the government's weakness and ultimately, its decline. An attempt has been
made to expose and criticize the role and effect of dualism based on the two
concepts of good and evil as an ancient attitude in this land on the Zoroastrian
religion, and to examine its effect on understanding the moral imperatives and
necessities of society and how to make people act on that basis, in other
words, the transition from "being" to "becoming". A duality that helped create
a society with order, morality, and harmony and formed part of Iran's cultural
identity, the effects of which have remained to this day, both in Iranian society
and in the views of world philosophers, especially Plato and Kant.
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Abstract

The structuralism approach is a valuable legacy of the French anthologist
Levi Strauss. He considered social phenomena and mythological narratives
as text and analyzed the story or phenomenon by extracting binary
oppositions and drawing a table of mythemes. In the present study, the
exogamy of Zal, Bijan and KeyKavus in Shahnameh were investigated in a
descriptive-analytical way and based on Strauss theory. The results showed
that the quadruple permutations of each of these marriages correspond to the
mathematical model proposed by Strauss and their narrations also have many
binary oppositions that the most important of them (us/them) expresses the
importance of intergroup demarcations with out-group people for Iranians.
Marriage with foreigners is not desirable due to mixing with such nationality;
but because in this marriages, a part of foreign land is taken over by Iranians,
it reduces the ugliness of exogamy. In these marriages, the weakening of
family ties in the form of father/son or father/daughter opposition is high.
Finally, it was found that the structure of exogamy in Shahnameh matches the
mathematical model proposed by Le'vi Strauss and the four and Final
permutations of these marriages are: 1. a foreign factor takes the hero away
from hero’s land; 2. the hero marriages a girl from a foreign land; 3. the hero
stay in foreign land; 4. the hero/ hero’s successor return to Iran.
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The story of Bahram Gur's journey to the hunting ground in the Shahnameh
of Ferdowsi is one of the tales related to the character of Bahram Gur, the
geographic location of which has not yet been precisely identified. The aim
of this research is to determine the geographical boundaries of this event and
identify its key locations. The research method is descriptive-analytical with
a comparative approach, in which historical and literary data are compared
with geographical and field evidence. The findings show that "Barquh”
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evidence confirms that Bahram Gur's hunting ground is located between
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