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Abstract

In the royal naming tradition within the cultural sphere of India and Iran, a
shared pattern can be observed that relies on terms derived from natural
_particularly botanical elements. The name "Haxamanis" (Achaemenes),
founder of the Achaemenid dynasty, appears in Sanskrit as "Sakhamanah™.
The first component of this name "Sakha-", beyond its conventional semantic
interpretations, refers to the Khadira tree, a native species identified
scientifically as Acacia catechu (the catechu tree), which has played a
prominent role in the medicinal, ritual, and symbolic traditions of the region.
This species, known by various titles across South Asian cultures, has
maintained a longstanding and meaningful presence within local ecological
systems and indigenous belief structures. Such the linguistic convergence not
only indicates lexical and symbolic affinities within the royal traditions of
both cultures, but may also point to the eastern orientation of this name and
to deeper connections between Indo-lranian cultural systems. This
perspective makes it possible to reinterpret the origins of royal names within
a shared cultural framework one in which botanical symbols are understood
as part of the enduring historical memory of Iranian and Indian societies.
Examining the name Achaemenes from this standpoint opens a new horizon
for understanding the cultural background of the Achaemenids, much as
several scholars have emphasized the eastern character of names such as
Cyrus and Cambyses. A cross-cultural analysis of the name Achaemenes and
its possible connection to a native South Asian tree can, in line with these
studies, offer a new avenue for understanding the cultural and historical
origins of the Achaemenid dynasty.
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