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Abstract

In the religious and mythological tradition of ancient Iran, sacred spaces are not
merely geographical or natural locations; rather, they are symbolic, ritual, and
cultural structures consolidated through narrative and ceremonial processes,
playing an active role in the production, organization, and transmission of
meaning. This study, focusing on classical pre-Islamic Iranian texts, examines the
function of celestial spaces in epic, religious, and cosmological literature,
demonstrating that these spaces do not merely operate as passive backgrounds but
serve as meaning-generating agents within narrative structures and cultural
memory. Accordingly, the central question of this research is: What is the
mechanism by which celestial spaces are transformed from narrative backdrops
into active agents within the mythological world of Iran? More specifically, how
do these spaces, through ritual processes, symbolic boundaries, and their
association with cosmic crises, assume decisive functions such as judgment,
legitimization, and the restoration of order? The primary issue addressed is the
formation of sacred places through ritual, narrative, and collective encoding, by
which they are transformed into sites of judgment, trial, birth, purification, or the
transmission of power. The methodology is qualitative, semiotic, and context-
oriented, analyzing cases such as sacred mountains, celestial bridges, suspended
plains, and female sanctuaries within narratives of heroic trials and political
legitimation. The findings reveal that celestial spaces in the Iranian tradition
represent fluid and dynamic patterns activated during periods of cosmic or social
disruption and, through transformative passage, reconstruct the lost order.
Interwoven with body, gender, ritual, and collective memory, these spaces function
as cultural instruments for the reproduction of meaning, the consolidation of
legitimacy, and the recognition of identity. Consequently, celestial maps in Iranian
texts are not mere reflections of the world but cultural constructs that reorganize
and reinterpret meaning and existence.
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