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Abstract

One of the remarkable points related the tomb of Cyrus Il is the
investigation of the claim of ancient Greek historians about an
inscription from the Achaemenid period in that place. Authors
such as Aristobulus and Onesicritus, the contemporaries of
Alexander the Macedonian and later Strabo and Plutarch have
provided reports on this matter. After the identifying of tomb of
Cyrus Il in the 19" century, it was known that there is no
archaeological evidence to confirm their claims. This contrast
forced Western and Iranian researchers of the 19" and 20™
centuries in the field of Achaemenid history to react to the
existence and even the quality of that inscription. Since the
reactions are mainly expressed in a scattered manner, this
research by using descriptive-analytical method, first discusses
the existence of such inscriptions. Afterwards, it examines the
linguistic features and the content of narratives of the ancient
historians and compares them with the examples in the
Pasargadae collection and other Achaemenid administrative
places. The conclusion of this research reveals that despite the
possibility the of an inscription in the tomb of Cyrus I, there are
significant differences between the linguistic elements and the
common literature of the inscriptions of the Achaemenid kings
and the content presented by the Greek historians, in such a way
that it is difficult to accept the content of the reports.
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1. Athenaios

2, Porphyre

3. Upon the tomb an inscription in Persian letters had been placed, which bore the following
meaning in the Persian language.”O man, I am Cyrous, son of Cambyses, who founded the
Empire of the Persians, and king of Asia. Do not therefore grudge me this monument”
(Arrian, 1884, p, 366)
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Lo dvOpone, dyd KOpog eipt, 6 v apynyv toic Iépoaig ktnodpevoc kol tfig Aciag Bociied
.y ovv eBoviioc pot Tob pvipatog. (Strabo, 1877, 15.3. 7-8)

2. «&ym keipon Kopog Paciredg Bactinov»: Here | lie, Cyrus, king of kings. (Strabo, 1877,
15.3.7-8)

3. And after reading the inscription upon his tomb, he ordered it to be repeated below in Greek
letters. It runs: “O man, whosoever thou art, and from wheneesoever thou comest, for I know
thou wilt come, I am Cyrus, and | won for the Persians their empire. Do not, therefore,
begrudge me this little earth which covers my body”. Thes, words, then, affected Alexander,
who was reminded of the uncertainly and mutability of life (Plutarchs, 1919, p. 417).
gneira tov KOpov 1dpov gdpadv dopmpuypévov anékteve Tov adiknoavra, kaitot [Tehdaiog
v o0 TdV donuotdtav 6 TANUpeAcag, dvopa TToAdpoyog. THY 88 &ntypagmv dvayvog £k
élevoev EAMnvicoic dmoyapdéon ypaupooty. gixe 88 obtmg:‘d dvOpmne, o1ig €1 koi 60ev 1
Kelg, &1L pév yap figeig, oida, &yd Kdpog it 6 TIEpoaig KTNGAUEVOC THY GpyAV, 1T 0DV THC
OMyMG pot TavTng YHC eOovIoNG | TODUOV G TEPIKUADTTEL TadTo.  pdv oDV Sumadd
o(@0dpa. TOV AAEEavVSpov énoincey, &v vd Aafovta v adniotnto kal petaforny.
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This was the occasion of an old and public grudge between him and the citizens (Plutarchus,
1889, p. 33)
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Cato, | must grudge you your death, as you grudged me the honor of saving your life
(Plutarchus, 1889, p. 543).
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...And these two friends always bore in secret a grudge to each other, and at times quarreled
openly, so much so, that once in India they grew upon one another,... ( Plutarchus, 1889,
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