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Pahlavi words spelled with «“ —”
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Abstract
Pahlavi language is the ancestor of New Persian and the language
itself is descended from Old Persian. The language has been the
official language of the two Iranian dynasties for hundreds of years
and even a millennium. Pahlavi has a very difficult script since each
character has various values. Zoroastrian middle Persian has ten
vowels: 1 <1 «(e) <€ «a «@ ¢«(0) <0 «u ¢«and it is not obvious whether “e”
and “o” were phonemes. The character “a” has some values as vowels
and consonants and in this paper, the vowel value is studied. It can be
rendered short “a” and long “@” in the initial, medial and final
positions. We will show that it does not always render long “a” and
sometimes are considered “mater lectiones” which must be rendered
as short “a”. In the initial position with a low frequency it is long “a”
and in the medial position with a high frequency is long “a”. In the
final position it is always rendered as long “a”. We have tried to
investigate all the words having the above-mentioned features
however surely some may have been ignored. First off, the proper
nouns have been studied and then it was done for all the words
following the same pattern. One thing which was comparable to New
Persian was the words having two spellings. In New Persian there are
some pairs, rah', rah (way); gah, gah (time); $ah, 3ah (king), etc, with
one pair being considered as the abbreviated form of the other. While
it is true, the reason lies in Pahlavi writing rules and applies mostly to
those syllables ending in -ah <->h>.

Keywords: Pahlavi; grapheme; phoneme; syllable; Pahlavi spelling.
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