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Yast-e visperad
Zohreh Baradaran®

The present paper describes a manuscript of the Yast-e visperad, belongs to
Mobed Rashid Rostami’s family collection and is kept in the Zoroastrian
Museum in Kerman. The scribe of this manuscript has mentioned content as
“Yast-e visperad with nérang”, the type manuscript for Yasna ceremony. The
manuscript was written by Dastur Asfandyar Dastur Andsirwan Dastur
Asfandyar Wahrom Dastur Ardasir Adur T Sistanig on the day dén of the
month Adur AY1182 (=1813 CE). Yasna ceremony is one of the oldest
Zoroastrian religious rituals. Our main source for the Yasna reading ceremony
is the Avestan manuscripts which were written and collected by the clergies
throughout history. These manuscripts have been used by the clergies as
working tools for performing the Yasna ceremony. Manuscripts are one of the
best sources through which one can follow the ancient form of reading Yasna
and its historical process and developments, as well as the change of writing
tradition from Pahlavi to Persian. The purpose of this paper is to identify and
introduce the Kerman manuscript, Yast-e visperad, and to explain and analyze
the structure and content of this manuscript which was used for reading in
Yasna ceremony. The research method that used in this study is the method of
document research, which is used to recognize manuscripts as a historical
document and is based on the knowledge of various aspects of the manuscript,
which includes the knowledge of linguistic and writing features such as the
type of scrip, the language of the text, the content, the subject of the copy, the
margins, the notes, and the colophon. The recognition of the physical and
appearance characteristic such as the type of paper, the type of cover, the
composite type, the page number, the registration number, and the retrieval
number. And also the artistic features of the manuscript, such as the
presentation of the copy and decoration and illuminations.

Key words: Avesta- Yast-e visperad; Yasna ceremony; kerman zoroastrian
museum; manuscript.
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